to EU Council directives. They are, in turn, influenced by the diversity of national or other, sometimes conflicting recommendations.
The implementation of guidelines is generally underestimated compared to the efforts of their development. For imaging, they should be catalogued in lists of appropriateness criteria. With computer-assisted decision (CAD) support systems, highly efficient tools are available for bringing this content to the point-of-care, i.e. the referring physicians. Referrals are increasingly submitted in electronic form, and the key recommendations should be directly available in semi-automated CAD systems for supporting but not replacing the physician's referral [3] .
In the upcoming new edition of the Austrian catalogue of referral guidelines these aspects will be realized [4] : (1) quality standards oriented to recent recommendations for guidelines development as well as to patients' needs and social outcomes, (2) referring to the three dimensions of best available evidence, local needs and European directives, (3) designed for practical use at the point-of-care with a print version and a clinical decision support tool and (4) based on the ground rules of diagnostic reasoning. This work is based on two decades of continuous refinements characterized by an increase in homogeneity of referral guidelines for imaging in Europe and by a significant increase in the volume of contents. As such, referral guidelines offer a concise thesaurus of what is possible with modern imaging.
